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School Council 

 

Meal Balances on Arbor 

We would respectfully request that parents keep their child's lunch account topped up on 

Arbor please. 

We cannot continue to allow debts to accrue, therefore should your meal account go into 

debt we will have no option but to put a stop on the account and you will not be able to 

order a hot meal. (Obviously this only applies to children in Nursery, Corve and Severn class 

as children in Teme and Rea Class are entitled to Universal Free School Meals.) 



Parent, Pupil, Teacher consultations 

 

Parent, Pupil, Teacher consultations are due to take place week commencing 20th October 

2025. 

Slots will be available to book on Arbor shortly (once we have finalised timings). 

We will notify you as soon as bookings are open. 

FoSPS 

 



On Friday 17th October there will be a Thermomix Demonstration which FoSPS will be 

hosting in the school hall from 3.15pm to 4pm. 

Everyone welcome (parents / grandparents / friends / teachers) - the more the better as if 

we can get over 25 people to attend the school will be awarded with a Thermomix machine. 

FoSPS - AGM - Contact Details 

 



 

Before and After School Pick Up 

To support everyone's safety and a calm start to the day, can we please ask that at drop off 

and pick up children stay with parents or are calmly chatting until doors are opened or until 

off site.  It is a busy time (lots of different ages) and we have explained to children that it is 

not a playtime (equipment should be in boxes).  Many thanks for your support in this. 

Absence 

 

Every day at school counts. The evidence is clear - even a few days of missed school can have 

a significant impact on a child's education and future prospects.  



A real concern is the rise in persistent absence – this means missing more than 10% of 

school days. 

How attendance affects attainment  

Recent research by the Department for Education shows just how closely attendance and 

attainment are linked.  

At primary school, children who attend school nearly every day in Year 6 (95-100% 

attendance) are 30% more likely to reach the expected standard in reading, writing and 

maths compared to similar pupils who attend 90-95% of the time.   

What can you do to help 

As a parent or carer, you have an important role in making school attendance a priority. Only 

keep your child off school when they are genuinely too ill to attend. Book medical 

appointments and holidays outside of school time whenever possible. Talk to us if you're 

having difficulties with attendance.  

Circumstances and criteria for issuing penalty notices 

When the national threshold is met, the local authority may consider issuing a penalty 

notice (£80/£160 per parent depending on how quickly the penalty is paid) for irregular 

school attendance in the following circumstances: 

When a pupil has been recorded as absent for 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school 

days) within 10 school weeks, with one of, or a combination of, the following unauthorised 

absence codes: 

G (holiday not authorised) 

N (no reason yet provided for absence) 

O (absent from school without authorisation) 

U (late after registration closed) 

• The sessions can be consecutive or accumulative over a 10-week period. 

• The period of 10 weeks can also span different terms or school years on a rolling basis. 

• When a pupil has been absent without authorisation for the purpose of a holiday in term 

time and the headteacher has not granted leave of absence. 

• When a pupil has been found in a public place during school hours without reasonable 

justification during the first five days of a fixed period or permanent exclusion. 

• When a pupil has been absent without authorisation for other reasons, such as birthdays, 

family events, shopping trips, etc., and the local authority believes that a penalty notice 

would be appropriate and in the public interest. 



If penalty notices aren't paid 

If penalty notices remain unpaid after the 28-day deadline, the council issues court 

proceedings (under Section 4441 of the Education Act 1996) and you may be prosecuted 

for the offence and subject to a fine up to £2,500 and/or up to 3 months imprisonment. 

Cleobury Mortimer Food Bank 

 

The ladies from Cleobury Mortimer Food Bank were very grateful for the donations from the 

Harvest Festival, which were taken to them directly this morning, ready for them to distribute 

when they opened at 9.30am. 

They were overwhelmed with your generosity and would like to extend their heartfelt thanks 

to everyone for their donations. 

Harvest Festival 

 



 

 

 



School Photographs 

 

To enable the free delivery of individual school photographs back to school, the closing date 

for ordering is Monday 6th October 2025. 

Order through the Tempest website using your unique link or visit www.tempest-

orders.co.uk 

If you need any assistance in ordering your photos, please contact Tempest on 01736 

751555. 

On Wednesday we sent out the links to the group photographs (apart from Teme Class - the 

photographer is coming back at a later date to take this class's photograph) - the closing date 

for free delivery of these back to school is Tuesday 14th October. 

Lacon Driving Team Needs Your Help! 

 

Lacon Childe School are hiring casual drivers – full training provided! 

Are you looking for a flexible and rewarding way to support your local school community? 

https://www.tempest-orders.co.uk/
https://www.tempest-orders.co.uk/


We are currently recruiting casual drivers to help continue our vital transport service for 

students who live in areas not covered by County Transport. We are looking for drivers who 

can do am, pm or both or some daytime driving.  

Main hours of work are 7.45 – 8.45am and 3.15-4.15p.m. Salary NJC point 4  £25,185 

fulltime equivalent, £13.05 per hour 

Help us keep this vital service running – and be part of something that matters . If you are 

interested or just want to know more please contact viv.hulme@laconchildeschoool.co.uk 

Packed Lunches and Hot Dinners 

 

Across schools we need to adhere by school food standards for food throughout the school 

day. During the summer some changes came in to the early years standards and this has led 

to some amendments in the hot meal menu that you might have noticed (e.g. baked beans 

being available once a week rather than every day).  

Schools are also expected to encourage parents and carers to provide children with packed 

lunches that complement the nutritional standards.  As a result  we promote healthy 

balanced packed lunch options using the principles of the Eatwell Guide and our Packed 

Lunch Guidelines. Packed lunches should include: 

  

• starchy foods – these are bread, rice, potatoes, pasta and others * Reception and 

Nursery aged children nutrition guidance states to avoid flavoured dried rice, pasta 

and noodle products e.g. packets and pots of instant flavoured noodles, pasta and 

rice 

• protein foods – including meat, fish, eggs, beans and others 

• a dairy item – this could be cheese or a yoghurt 

mailto:viv.hulme@laconchildeschoool.co.uk


• vegetables or salad and a portion of fruit 

• a healthy drink such as water, milk or 100% fruit juice (no fizzy drinks) *Reception 

and nursery aged children nutrition guidance states to avoid sugary drinks (including 

fruit juices, squash and smoothies). 

Packed lunches should include only one small chocolate bar, one small snack or crisps and 

should not include sweets. * Reception and Nursery aged children nutrition guidance states 

to avoid foods high in saturated fat, salt, and/or sugars like cakes, sweet and savoury 

pastries, biscuits, crisps, chocolate and other confectionary. 

We may contact parents if packed lunches are not suitable (e.g. has more than one item high 

in fat, salt or sugar) for additional support with providing a nutritious lunch. Parents may 

find the following websites helpful:  https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-

lunchboxes 

Please label lunch boxes clearly with the child’s name to avoid cross contamination. 

Reception and nursery aged children nutrition guidance states all food must be prepared in a 

way to prevent choking. The Food Standards Agency poster may help with 

this: https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/Early-Years-Choking-Hazards-

Table_FINAL_21-Sept-2021.pdf 

Parents are also encouraged to pack an ice pack inside their child’s lunchbox. 

Following food safety guidance, we will not reheat food brought in from home. 

Cauliflower Cards 

 

We are once again participating in the 'Christmas Design Project' run by Cauliflower Cards. 

This project aims to encourage pupil's creativity and design skills whilst raising funds for our 

school. 

Not only would it be very exciting for your child to see his/her work as a finished printed 

product, but the cards themselves are also great for sending a more personal greeting to 

friends and family at Christmas. 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/Early-Years-Choking-Hazards-Table_FINAL_21-Sept-2021.pdf
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/Early-Years-Choking-Hazards-Table_FINAL_21-Sept-2021.pdf


The artwork must be either A5 or A4 in size, either landscape or portrait. Siblings may want 

to complete a collaborative piece of artwork together. Once completed, please attach the art 

work to the A3 order form which was sent home with the children earlier this week. Please 

do not use staples, paperclips or Sellotape as it may spoil the artwork. 

How to order:  

Please visit https://www.cauliflowercards.co.uk/christmas-project  for ideas. 

Using your unique code at the top of your order form. Payments must be made online. Please 

refer to your order form for further instructions or the website. 

 

All artwork for placed orders must be handed into school by Monday 6th October 2025. 

Each order form is unique, so please do not photocopy the form for other members of your 

family to use, you can however get extra copies from the school office. 

Free School Meal Entitlements 

 

Who qualifies for government free school meals? 

Free school meals are available to pupils in receipt of, or whose parents are in receipt of, one 

or more of the benefits below.  Please note that eligibility is confidential but schools do 

receive additional funding in budgets to support and target education as necessary (e.g. 

this leads to 50% reduction in trips and activities).  Please apply if you are eligible as it 

means we get more funding to support your children: 

https://www.cauliflowercards.co.uk/christmas-project


• Universal credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than 

£7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment 

periods) 

• Income support 

• Income-based jobseeker’s allowance 

• Income-related employment and support allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guarantee element of pension credit 

• Child tax credit (provided you’re not also entitled to working tax credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working tax credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for working 

tax credit 

Free school meal transitional protections 

Transitional protections apply from 1 April 2018, until the end of the 2025/26 school year. 

Pupils becoming eligible for free school meals under the benefits-based criteria in this time, 

will continue to receive free meals until the end of the 2025/26 school year. 

This applies, regardless of any change in household circumstances, including an increase in 

earnings above the eligibility threshold. 

From the start of the 2026/27 school year, the Department for Education will introduce new 

eligibility criteria meaning that all children from households in receipt of Universal Credit will 

be entitled to receive a free meal. It is their intention to end transitional protections 

alongside this change in threshold, with eligibility for all pupils reverting to whether they 

meet the eligibility criteria regardless of whether they were previously protected. They will 

issue further guidance ahead of September 2026. 

To apply please follow the instructions on the page in the link below: 

 Apply for free school meals | Shropshire Council 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/


London Residential 

 

As recognised by Ofsted, children in Severn class will have the fantastic opportunity to take 

part in our biannual residential trip to London.  

The trip is due to take place from Tuesday 9th June 2026 to Friday 12th June 2026. 

Thank you to those of you that paid the deposit earlier this year to enable us to secure 

accommodation. 

We have now opened up the trip on Arbor to enable you to pay the remaining balance of 

£314 via instalments (please note this is an approximate figure, as we are not in a position to 

finalise costs at present). 

Sports Partnership Offer 

 

As part of our sports offer we aim to give children a range of opportunities to children in 

classes, across classes, outside of school hours, and across schools. These opportunities offer 

festival and competition style events to support children in their enjoyment and achievement 



of sport. Activities will have a range of intent which can be seen on the overview which we 

will include in next week's school news.  

Shropshire Music Service Ensemble 'Stompers' 

 

Shropshire Music Service run a number of groups across Shropshire. These give students of 

all levels the chance to learn and play together, and perform regularly. 

'Stompers' is a beginner instrumental group which takes place on a Tuesday at Cleobury 

Mortimer Primary School from 4pm - 5pm. 

It is free of charge, you will require your own instrument. 

Children are welcom of any ability, aged from four to 18 inclusive. 

Please click on the 'register now' button in the link below:  Ensembles | Shropshire Music 

Service 

Great Athletes 

 

 Thank you to all those of you that have supported this event, you all did incredibly well, we 

will let you know the total raised as soon as Great Athletes confirm. 

The money raised will go towards new sports equipment to improve levels of physical activity 

in our school!   

https://www.shropshiremusicservice.org.uk/services/ensembles/
https://www.shropshiremusicservice.org.uk/services/ensembles/


CANCELLED - SGET Music Celebration 

 

Unfortunately, due to low uptake, we have had to cancel the SGET music celebration, 

which was due to take place on Thursday 9th October. 

Apologies for any inconvenience / disappointment. 

Acceptable Use Agreement 

 

Thank you for those of you who have completed the form acknowledging the Acceptable Use 

Agreement, if you have not already done so would you please complete the form as 

requested as soon as possible. 

Link: https://forms.office.com/e/Qu0S4fg8mU 

https://forms.office.com/e/Qu0S4fg8mU


Secondary Transfer 2026 

 

The online application facility for parents of year 6 students who are eligible to transfer to 

secondary school in September 2026 is now open as detailed in the letter sent out to 

parents of year 6 children earlier this week. 

Below is the message from The School Admissions Team: 

 This is the link - Apply to start or transfer school | Shropshire Council  which takes you to the 

Shropshire Council Admissions website.  Details about secondary school open evenings can 

be found in the Parents’ Guide to Education in Shropshire booklet, on the same website. 

Closing date for applications is 31st October 2025. 

Applications received by Shropshire Council after the closing date will be classed as late, 

which may result in your child being disadvantaged, so please ensure you make your 

application on-time. Late applications will not be processed until all on-time applications 

have been offered. 

Please note your child’s cohort is larger than in previous years.  You can name up to four 

schools on your application - we encourage parents to make full use of these preferences.  If 

only one preference is named, and we cannot offer this, we will have no choice on National 

Offer Day but to offer a place at the next nearest school with a vacancy, which could be a 

considerable distance from your home address. 

Kind Regards 

The School Admissions Team 

Only those children who reside in Shropshire should apply via the Shropshire Council 

website. If any non-Shropshire resident applies via the Shropshire Council website, it will be 

discarded.  Failure to apply to the correct Local Authority may cause an application to be late. 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-to-start-or-transfer-school/


Celebrating Reading 

 

 

Reading 

Reading with children is one of the most powerful gift parents can give.  The development 

of language, creativity and cultural understanding from reading, discussing and sharing is 

HUGE so if you are giving this gift thank you for helping to keep this powerful, essential 

activity 'alive'.  Reading is also very powerful as it reduces stress (for the child and the 

adult!). 

Teme: 100% 



Rea: Yr1=92% / Yr2=100% 

Corve: 91% 

Severn: 93% 

Our Worship / Reflections this week: 

Monday/Tuesday: We have been preparing our harvest songs for our celebration on Friday - 

we hope to see you there. 

 

Wednesday: Open the book bought us the story of 'The Flood' and we reflected on how 

sometimes we are challenged to do tough things (sort out problems with friends; do the 

right thing when others around us are doing the wrong thing; not give up when something 

feels difficult).  We reflected on Noah's challenge and trust that people and God would help 

him. 



 

Thursday: Can sport bring people together? The assembly focused on junior park runs for 4 - 

14 year olds where everyone is welcome. 

 



EYFS (Nursery and Reception) News 

Nursery News 03.10.2025 

 

1 - [1] https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/  

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Reception News 03.10.2025 

 

2 - [1] mailto:admin@stottesdon-school.co.uk [2] https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/  

mailto:admin@stottesdon-school.co.uk
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Computer Workshop 

 

On Wednesday 8th October children in Severn Class will be attending a morning computer 

coding workshop at Telford in association with Harper Adams University and RoarTech 

Education.  Children will have the opportunity to combine hands on LEGO robotics with 

computing programming. 

The workshop is fully funded, however we are asking for a voluntary contribution towards 

the cost of the transport of £4.40 per child (those children eligible for benefit related FSM 

£2.20).  Again we are very grateful to FoSPS for subsidising the cost of the transport. 

Severn Class trip to Cadbury's World 

On Thursday 4th December children in Severn Class will be visiting Cadbury World in 

Birmingham. 



The trip will take place within the school day, children will be having an educational tour plus 

a talk on the Maya theory of creation, experiencing the opportunity to dress up in traditional 

Maya clothes. 

We are asking for a voluntary contribution of £16.35 per child (those children eligible for 

benefit related free school meals £8.18). 

Thank you to FoSPS for subsidising the cost of the transport.  

Parenting Signposts  

SEND Meet and Chat Drop-in Sessions: 

Tuesday 14th October 2025 - Bridgnorth Library 

Thursday 13th November - The Lantern, Shrewsbury 

Thursday 4th December - Oswestry Library 

 

Understanding Your Child Groups - Autumn 2025 



 

Sleep Tight Work Shops  - Autumn 2025 

 

Parenting Help & Support Line  



 

Shropshire Public Health Nursing Team  

 

Shropshire Family Information Service  



 

What is Shropshire Family Information Service: 

The Shropshire Family Information Service (FIS) is a brilliant universal service.  The FIS brings 

together loads of useful, local information for families, to help take the stress out of things 

like finding: 

• Childcare or baby and toddler groups 

• Holiday clubs, events and things to do as a family 

• Parenting, relationships, and emotional health and wellbeing support 

• Cost of Living info and advice 

FIS use our social media channels to bring families news, events and handy information, 

which links through to our Family Information Directory. Families are welcome to contact us 

directly for help with anything to do with family life.  We have created a brand new short 

video to explain who we are and what we do. You can view it here on YouTube 

https://youtu.be/7t1jBqJJTl8?si=LeOiNag8_LeSPzX0  

What we would love you to do: 

1. Follow us on social media. We use social media as a key tool for reaching parents and 

professionals, so give us a follow and we will follow you back.         

Family Info Service Facebook 

Family Info Service Instagram 

Family Info Service Twitter 

  

2.   Subscribe to our newsletter https://orlo.uk/5RvZN 

Solihull Approach - Understanding Your Child 

Please watch the video in the link below - it explains brilliantly how good the parenting 

courses are: 

http://search3.openobjects.com/kb5/shropshire/fid/home.page
https://youtu.be/7t1jBqJJTl8?si=LeOiNag8_LeSPzX0
https://www.facebook.com/ShropshireFamilyInfo/
https://www.instagram.com/shropshirefamilyinfo/
https://twitter.com/ShropFamilyInfo
https://orlo.uk/5RvZN?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR13RcJB3gRHTk2aRnTml735jpxjv_mEFNB_m656T2SgPouzIyKTAyZOX9g_aem_Jz2RBMVV2M6wxhKh02obtA


lotdef s02 O6b Full ugc2b (youtube.com) 

 

Bridgnorth Community Information Drop In Sessions 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs9Qut0iRww


 

Highley Community Drop In Sessions 

 

OneplusOne 



 

Introducing the Separating better app, a free self-guided mobile app for separating parents, 

designed to facilitate a smoother separation journey and promote positive co-parenting. 

This app is filled with expert advice, video resources, practical parenting, and budgeting 

plans, as well as co-parenting tips. It offers an easy-to-follow journey where you can track 

your progress and unlock app sections as you go.  

Find out more and download the mobile app, now: 

https://www.oneplusone.org.uk/separating-

better?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sbaffiliate 

  

For face to face support, go to Getting on better | Shropshire Council and select Free 

Courses and Workshops. 

https://www.oneplusone.org.uk/separating-better?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sbaffiliate
https://www.oneplusone.org.uk/separating-better?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sbaffiliate
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/getting-on-better/


 

 



 

Pharmacy First can help families – a new service available in Shropshire, Telford and 

Wrekin 

  

Pharmacy First can help families with minor illnesses and seven common conditions. If 

appropriate, treatment can be offered without a prescription for seven common conditions, 

and it can be quicker to see a pharmacist than a GP. Normal prescription charges and 

exemptions (those who do not have to pay, including children) will apply. 

  

A pharmacy is a great place to get healthcare advice and treatment. Pharmacies are easy to 

reach, usually located within local communities, and often open evenings and weekends. 

This service may help children and colleagues get well and back to nursery/school/work 

quicker. 



 

Health Visiting Information 

Every family with children under 5 has access to a health visitor. 

Families can access advice and support up until the age of 5 years old by calling The Single 

Point of Access on 0333 358 3654. 

If parents don't want to talk to someone, they can send a text and one of the team will get 

back to them on 07520 635212 

This is a Monday to Friday service 09:30am until 4pm where a Health Visitor is on the line to 

offer the appropriate advice and support and referrals can be made to the appropriate 

practitioner. 

If parents need extra support or support for potty training, behaviour, sleep, eating we have 

two Healthy Child practitioner who they can be referred to who will come out to their home 

or to a clinic to support the family with these issues. 

This referral can be completed through the single point of access and sent to the appropriate 

team. 

If it is specialised targeted work the family will be seen by a Health visitor for example low 

mood or complex development issues, safeguarding or specialised referrals. 

All children are seen universally at one years and at two years and they are offered a full 

health growth and development review via a letter with an appointment. 



These are now completed at Cleobury Mortimer Health Centre, Ludlow or Bridgnorth 

depending on where they live. 

 

PACC (Parent Carer Council) have created an information sheet of charities and organisations 

that can provide help and support. 

Please let us know if you would like a copy. 

Otherwise please contact PACC for support and information on info@paccshropshire.org.uk 

Celebrating Children's Achievements 

 

mailto:info@paccshropshire.org.uk


The children representing all the hard work and positive attitudes in our school this week. 

 

Numbots 

Rea: Oliver Downes 

Corve: Isabella Collins 

 

Times Tables Rock Stars 

Corve: Francesca Ralph 

Severn:  Elia Prestleton 

 

Sports Stars: 

Teme:  Memphis for his encouragement towards his peers in PE.  

Rea:  Boyd for great expression in Rea Class's space dance. 

Corve:  Phoebe S for gaining no injuries during our PE lessons this week. Excellent 

participation in PE this week. 



Severn: Florence G for excellent listening and self-improvement during gymnastics / Evelyn 

& Noah for greatly improving their netball passing techniques. 

 

Pride and Presentation: Award for pupil focus on presentation of work across the 

curriculum. 

Teme:  Arthur for his letter formation when writing CVC labels. 

Rea: Victoria for the care taken on her presentation of her map of the United Kingdom. 

Corve:  Lincoln for lovely presentation of work in every subject. 

Severn: Lillie for her work in English. 

 

Great Sentence using words of the week: 

Rea:  The sky was raven onyx black. Luke 

Corve: I saw snot oozing from my sisters nose. Skyler 

Severn: The cake I had today was the most scrumptious thing I've ever eaten. Holly 



 

Class Achievers: 

Teme: Tommy for his increased attention and focus during phonics this week. 

Rea:   Halsey, Kai, Chloe, Victoria and Ophelia for helping others to make good choices 

through the example that they set / Luke and Freddie for their imaginative ideas about their 

stories. 

Corve: Grace, James, Libby Grace, Esther, Ella, Isla, Eva, Walter, Harriet, William, Aubrey, 

Leon, Reggie and Joey  for super research in History on The Stone Age. 

Severn:  Charlie and Elia for their sketch work in art / Lucas for his work on ordering 

decimals / Leo, Esme & Cash for careful thinking and reasoning in RE. 

 

Children selected for growing kindness. 

Reception: River for looking after a friend when he had fallen over and hurt himself. 

Year 1: Bella E for helping her friends to be independant. 

Year 2: Halsey for helping to collect items for Mrs Walker at the end of playtime. 

Year 3:  Phoebe R for being so polite in the mornings when entering the classroom. 



Year 4:  Frankie for supporting another pupil when they are feeling upset. 

Year 5: Lucas for offering to help Mrs McKay move some furniture. 

Year 6: Felicity for helping the younger pupils in the dinner hall. 
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